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SXmUiRY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 


Rateable  value  1969 
Product  of  Id.  rate 

Live  Births  Total  Male 

Legitimate  97  55 

Illegitimate  10  4 

Stillbirths  --  - 

Deaths  (all  causes)  101  57 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


52,544 

6,910 

2,855 

£118,486 

£826 

Female  Rate  ner  1.000  estimated 

population 

42  15.5 

6 

- (per  1,000 
births ) 

44  14.6 


PueriDeral  and  post- 
abortive sepsis  NIL 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  NIL 


Inf  out  Mortality  (Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births) 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
Measles  (all  ages) 
Whooping  Cough 
(all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 
years) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

13 

8 

21 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Canelford, 

Kr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1969. 

The  vital  statistics  show  an  increase  rf  16  in  the  number  of 
live  births  compared  Td.th  the  1968  figure,  while  the  number  of  deaths 
decreased  by  18,  This  created  a favourable  balance  of  births  over 
deaths,  with  six  more  births  than  deaths,  Tho  Registrar-General's 
mid-year  estimate  of  the  population,  however,  showed  a decrease  of 
40  to  6910,  Heart  disease,  cancer  and  cerebrovascular  disease,  in  that 
order,  headed  the  list  of  causes  of  death.  No  infant  deaths  and  no 
stillbirths  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  once  more, 

was  low. 


In  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  DM;rict,  work  on  the 
re-building  of  the  Delabole  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  was  vrell  in  hand  during 
theyear,  and  work  was  started  towards  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Heist one, 

I should  like  to  thank  Mr.D.ILWestwell,  the  Council's  Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector,  vrho  hasprovided  the  information  in  the  environmental 
section  of  this  report.  To  Mr,  Hawkey,  the  Clerk  of  tho  Council,  and  his 
staff,  I am  indebted  for  much  help  and  I am  glad  to  continue  tho  record 
of  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Medical  Practitioners 
of  the  district. 

It  is  a pleasure,  once  again,  to  acknowledge  the  Council's  constanit 
encouragement  and  support, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ITILLIAM  PATERSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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NATUR/iL  MD  SOCIAL  (XHHITIONS 

Area  (in  acres)  52,544.  Canelford  Rural  District  extends  fron  Delabole 
Point  in  Port  Isaac  Bay  to  Strangles  Beach,  north  of  Boscastle,  inland  to 
St.  Clether  and  south  to  St.  ^ev/ard,  and  consists  for  the  most  part  of 
three  plateaux  400  ft.,  700  ft.,  and  1,100  ft.  above  sea  level. 

The  geology  of  the  District  is  very  complex,  due  to  much  faulting 
andover- thrusting.  The  rocks  in  the  area  west  of  the  River  Camel  are 
Upper  Devonian,  and  it  is  in  these  beds  that  the  famous  Delabole  Slate 
has  been  quarried  for  several  centuries.  Along  the  northern  boundary 
running  east  to  west  is  the  Davids tow  anti-cline,  the  northern  flank  of 
which  disappea.rs  under  the  culm  measures  near  Boscastle. 

The  beds  in  the  anti-cline  can  be  seen  in  the  Tintagel  Cliff 
Sections.  Black  shales,  slates  and  volcanics  are  well  exposed.  East  of 
the  River  Camel  is  the  granite  mass  of  Bodmin  Moor  and  at  St.  Broward  a 
fine  silver-grey  granite  of  the  highest  quality  is  quarried. 

Pp-pulation  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the 
mid-year  1969  to  be  6,910,  a decrease  of  40. 

Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the  year 
was  101  compared  with  119  for  1968,  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the 
mid-year  population  was  14.6  compared  with  17.1  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  with  previous  years  : 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Recorded  Rate 

1965 

116 

54 

62 

16.76 

1966 

95 

56 

39 

13.68 

1967 

96 

49 

47 

13.80 

1968 

119 

54 

65 

17.10 

1969 

101 

57 

44 

14.6 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the  mortality 
for  England  and  Wales,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction  to  allow  for  the 
difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two  populations.  This  is 
done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  Dir'itrict,  an  "Area  Compara- 
bility Factor",  which  |ias  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  0.70 
for  the  District. 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  10.2  which  nay  be 
compared  with  that  of  11.9  (provisional)  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was  107  compared 
with  91  in  1968.  Tlie  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  wa.s  15.5.  Wiien 
the  Registrar  General's  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  births  (l.24)  is 
applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  of  19.2  for  this 
District  compares  with  16,5  (provisional)  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Stillbirths.  There  were  no  stillbirths  during  1969. 

Illegitinate  Births.  There  v/ere  ten  illegitimto  births  assigned  to  this 
District  during  the  year,  four  male  and  six  female.  Shown  as  a proportion 
of  the  total  number  of  live  births,  this  represents  9 per  cent. 

Maternal  Mortality.  No  case  of  death  during  pregnancy  was  recorded. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  no  infant  deaths  in  1969. 


NOTE;  Vital  Statistics.  It  is  imjjortant  that  toq^uch  weight  should  not  be 
attached  to  small  va-riations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  another, 
particularly  where  relatively  small  popuDations  are  involved  - attention 
should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a period  of  years. 
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MORTALITY  TABLE 


Classified  in  accordance  with  65  headings  based  on  the 
Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification,  of  Disease.  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death, 1967. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasn,  buccal  cavity,  etc 

. 1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasn,  oesophagus 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasn,  stonach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasn,  intestine 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasn,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

- 

5 

Malignant  neoplasn,  breast 

- 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasn,  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Other  nalignant  neoplasns 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetoc  Mellitus 

— 

2 

2 

AnaePias 

1 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  neivous  systen,etc. 

1 

— 

1 

Chronic  rheunatic  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Ischaenic  heart  disease 

14 

6 

20 

Other  forns  of  heart  disease 

8 

7 

15 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

8 

12 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  systen 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

4 

— 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respirator^’’  systen 

— 

1 

1 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

SyLiptons  and  ill  defined  conditions 

2 

— 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

— 

2 

2 

57 


44 


101 
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GEMERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


General  Medical  Services 

General  nodical  services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  are  provided  by  nedical  practitioners  resident  in 
the  district  and  in  adjoining  districts, all  of  whom  undertalce  maternity 
medical  services. 

County  Council  Services. 

I Health  Department,  The  County  Council  is  the  local  health 

authority  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 

Service  Act,  1946,  and  provides  the  following  services  in  the 

district 

(a)  Midwifery  and  Hone  Nursing  : Nurse-nidwives  are  provided 
to  attend  general  nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  hone, 

(b)  Health  Visiting  : Health  Visitors  are  available  to  give  advice 
on  health  natters  in  the  hone  or  at  the  clinic.  Originally 
concerned  with  thecare  of  mothers  and  young  children,  which  is 
still  their  basic  function,  they  a,re  increasingly  concerned  v/ith 
other  age  groups,  particularly  the  aged.  Some  health  visitolrs 
combine  this  work  ’.'.dth  general  nursing  and  nidvjifery.  All  act 
also  as  school  nurses. 

(c)  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : Monthly  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are 
held  at  Canelford  and  Delabole, 

(d)  Dental  Clinic  ; Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the 
Dental  Clinic  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launceston,  and  at  Wadebridge. 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Facilities  for  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus,  and  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  are 
provided  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  or  by  the  supply  of 
materials  to  the  family  doctor, 

(f)  Home  Help  Service  : Home  helps  are  employed  to  provide  domestic 
help  for  households  in  certain  circumstances,  a charge  being 
made  for  this  service  according  to  the  means  of  the  person 
concerned, 

(g)  Ambulance  Service  : A service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of 
sick,  accident  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  For  sitting  cases, 
utilccon  sitting  case  vehicles  are  used,  I*Jhcn  appropriate,  some 
such  cases  are  carried  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  a voluntary 
organisation.  Day-to-day  administration  of  the  service  is  carried 
out  from  Ambulance  Control,  Bodmin. 


5 


(h)  Prevention  of  Illness.  Care  and  After-care;  A full-time 
tuberculosis  health  visitor  is  provided  for  the  care  and 
after-care  of  tuberculous  persons.  District  nurses  are 
available  to  assist  in  the  home  treatment  of  such  persons  when 
required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  family  doctor.  Routine 
tuberculin  testing  and,  if  necessary,  B.C.G.  vaccination  (i.e. 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis)  is  provided  for  senior  school 
children. 

Certain  special  investigations  are  carried  out  in  other  types 
of  illness  bjr  district  health  visitors,  while  health  education 
is  carried  out  by  the  County’s  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

(i)  Mental  Health  :The  County  Council  has  certain  responsibilities 
in  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  mental  ill-health  and 
mental  deficiency,  with  the  provision  of  statutory  supervision, 
etc.  for  mental  defectives  living  in  the  community,  and  with  the 
provision  of  after-care  following  treatment  for  mental  illness. 
The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  the  District  works  from  the 
Health  Area  Office,  Wadebridge. 

II  Education  Department  : As  local  education  authority,  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  which 
provides  the  following  :- 

Periodic  Medical  Inspection  of  pupils 
Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils 
Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  pupils 
Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  in  need  of  special 
education 

Treatment  Clinics  as  follows  : 

Dental  Clinic  - at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launceston  and  Wadebridge 
Child  Guidance  - by  arrangement  at  Launceston  Child 
Guidance  Clinic 

III  Welfare  Department  : This  service  is  concerned  with  the  welfare 
of  the  aged,  and  with  that  of  various  categories  of  handicapped 
persons.  It  is  concerned  also  with  the  provision  of  temporary 
accommodation  in  certain  circumstances  for  persons  in  urgent  need 
thereof.  The  Welfare  Officer  for  the  district  works  from  the 
Health  Area  Office,  Wadebridge, 

Hospital  Services. 

The  South  WoQ.tern  Regional  Hospit.'il  Board  is  the  hospital 
authority  for  the  area. 
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In-patient  and  out-pat.iont  faciDitioe  are  provided  by  the  Royal 
(Cornwall  Infirm.ary,  Tiniro,  the  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Bodmin,  Launceston 
Hospital  and  hospitals  in  Plymouth  and  elsewhere.  Cases  of  infectious 
disease  are  admitted  to  the  Scott  Hospital , Plymouth,  and  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Truro,  and  tuberculosis  patients  to  Tehidy  Hospital  or  Didworthy 
Chest  Hospital.  Mental  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  St.  Lawrence's 
Hospital  and  Laninval  House,  Bodmin,  and  by  Moorfields  Hospital,  Ivybridge, 
Devon. 


An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  the  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Bodmin, 
and  physiotherapy  clinics  are  held  at  Tavistock  Hospital,  Dawfield  Hospital, 
Holsworthy  and  at  Bodmin,  Chest  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  Launceston 
Hospital  and  at  the  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Bodmin.  An  ophthalmic  clinic  for 
school  and  pre-school  children  is  held  periodically  at  the  Health  Clinic, 
Launceston,  and  -at  Camelford.  A specialist  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  in 
Launceston  weekly. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Hdalth  Laboratories,  Exeter, 
and  Plymouth,  to  vrhich  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
submitted. 
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SAFTTARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE.  DISTRICT 
Your  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  : 

WATER  SPFPLY 


The  North  and  Hid-Comwall  Water  Board  is  responsible  for 
public  water  supplies  throughout  the  Council's  area. 

Durirc.  the  year,  the  Edenvale  water  schene  which  conprised  of  the 
in  Trebarvjith  was  replaced  with  new  tanlvs  of  increase 

also  be  provided. 

A mins  extension  to  Treligga  has  received 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  started  during  1970. 

Only  the  snallest  hanlets  are  now  without  nains  water  and  of  these 
the  provision'ofa  Spply  to  St.  Clether  is  probably  the  nost  urgent. 

WATER  SAI-IPLES  196^ 


(a)  Bacteriological 


Public  Piped 
Supplies 


Private 

Supplies 


Excellent 

Satisfactory 

Susnicious 

unsaxisi  uur.v 

64 

6 

1 

5 

6 

- 

— 

8 

70 

6 

1 

13 

The  proportion  of  private  water  supply  sanples  giving  unsatisfactory 
results  is  rather  disturbing,  particularly  as  nany  premises  with  P^vato 
supplies  nay  provide  holiday  accomodation  in  the  sumer  norths,  iho 
^Sisfactory  results  experienced  with  those  supplies  are  dealt  with 
individually  L they  arise,  but  a systonatio  arrangenent  of  routine  sanpling 
is  really  required  to  ovoroone  this  problen. 


(b)  Chemical  - Nil 
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Estimated  Nunber  of  Dwellings  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains 


Parish 

No . of  Dwellings 

Mains  into  house 

Standpipes 

Private  supplies 

Advent 

52 

18 

- 

54 

Davids tow 

128 

41 

- 

87 

Porrabury  & 
Master 

302 

244 

6 

52 

Canelf ord 

610 

461 

— 

132 

Lesnewth 

27 

— 

- 

27 

Michaels tow 

69 

20 

~ 

49 

Ottorham 

60 

14 

6 

40 

St , Breward 

280 

234 

— 

46 

St.  Clether 

45 

- - 

- 

45 

St.  Juliot 

75 

40 

— 

55 

St.  Teath 

641 

567 

- 

74 

Tintagcl 

605 

503 

— 

102 

Trevalga 

27 

27 

2921 

2142 

12 

750 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  mains  water  is  in  the  region  of 
0.1  parts  per  million. 
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IMD  SMAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Co^cil  has  provided  the  saworago^syst.™ 

Bossinoy,  Boscastle,  St.  Breward,  St.  ^ > ■Rn'^castle  systems 

Trevia  and  Tregoodwell.  The  Tintagel,  Boesiney  and  Boscastle  ays 

each  have  sea  outfalls. 

Tenporary  repair  works  have  boon 

outfall,  and  the  crude  sewage  discharge  now  takes  place  at  hxg 
nark.  The  foreshore  is  not  used  by  the  General  publi  . 

The  new  sewage  treatment  works  for  at^^.^ 

and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  works  will  be  completed  dun  g 9. 

estimated  cost  of  £43 » 404. 

Work  comenoed  late  in  the  year  on  a Sgf 

sohene  for  Helstone,  the  cost  of  which  is  esti^ted  ^ 
on  the  provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal  plant  for  the  village 
Tresparrett  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3»150. 

PTTBT.TG  CLEANSING 

A co-^nrehensive  scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  available  to  all 
properties  irthe  district.  Kerbside  collection  is  carried  out  on  a weekly 

basis. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  partially  onntrolled  tipping  into  the  old 
quarries  at  Bowi thick  and  Canelford, 
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PEST  COIITROL 


Tho  Co’jncil  enployo  a full  tine  rodent  oporator.  His  service  is 
free  tc  householders  and  contracts  are  available  for  commercial  or 
agricultural  properties. 

Mole  destruction  is  also  undertaken. 

Summary  of  Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control 


Properties  visited  following 
request  from  Occupier 
(including  contract  work) 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non- 

A^ri cultural 

Agricultural 

397 

461 

Number  infested  by 

(l)  Rats 

322 

424 

(2)  Mce 

87 

27 

Other  properties  visited 
(i.o.  Suspected  to  harbour 
rodents ) 

36 

36 

1 Ifunber  infested  by 

( 1 ) Rats 

4 

26 

(2)  Mice 

- 

1 

Sewerage  Systems  fc 
to  be  infested 

)und 

Boscastle 

K 
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HOUSING 


Sub-Standard  Housing 

No  formal  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 
Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 


Imnrovemenl  Grants 


Standard  Grants  Discretionary  Grants 


Applications  received 

20 

3 

Applications  approved 

18 

2 

Applications  rejected 

2 

1 

Amount  for  Grants  Paid 

£4149 

£800 

New  Dwellings  Connie  ted 

(a)  By  Council  

• • • • • • 

...  fill 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ... 

• # • • • # 

29 

INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(l)  Milk 

There  are  eighteen  dealers  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  for  the  distribution  of  milk.  The 
result  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

Number  of  samples  Satisfactory  Uns atisfactory 

Pasteurised  15  14  1 

Sterilised  1 1 - 

Untreated  8 35 

Brucella  Abortus 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  samples  of  raw 
milk  from  producer-retailers  in  the  area  are  taken  by  the  County  Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Truro, 
for  examination.  Bulk  samples  are  first  subjected  to  the  Milk  Ring  Test, 
and,  if  positiye,  samples  from  the  individual  cows  in  the  herd  are  submitted 
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for  culture  for  “brucella  abortus. 

The  results  given  belov/  refer  only  to  individual  samples 
submitted  for  culture,  on  which  action  was  subsequently  necessary. 

(i)  Number  of  samnles  of  raw  milk  examined  ...  ...  195 

(ii)  Number  of  positive  samples  found  ...  ...  1 

(iii)  Action  taken  in  resnect  of  positive  samples 

This  sample  came  from  the  herd  of  one  producer— retailer. 

A notice  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations, 195 9,  was  served,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  raw  milk. 
Subsequently,  the  producer- retailer  cancelled  his  licence. 

Brucellosis  (Accredited  Herds)  Scheme,,, 

The  herds  of  four  producer-retailers  in  the  District  are  registered 
as  accredited  under  tliis  scheme.  In  these  cases,  routine  sampling  is 
undertaken  by  the  Mnistry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood. 


(2)  Ice-cream 


There  are  forty-seven  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice-cream. 


(3)  Food  Hyg:iene  (General ) Regulations . 19^0 


There  are,  in  the  district,  the  following  food  premises:— 


Restaurants 

Licensed  premises,  hotels  and  guest  houses 

Cheese  factory  

Butcher’s  shops  

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  

General  Provisions  Stores  

Greengrocer’s  shops  

Sweet  confectioner’s  shops  

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Egg  Packing  Stations  


14 
40 
1 ' 
6 
3 

31 

5 

8 

2 

1 


In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  number  of  private  householders  provide 
Bed  and  Breakfast  holiday  accommodation.  The  number  involved  is  difficult  to 
determine  without  some  form  of  registration,  particularly  as  many  operate^ 
for  only  a few  weeks  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season  and  remove  the  signs 
if  the  accommodation  is  taken.  Other  householders  act  as  overflows  for 
advertised  holiday  accommodation  and  again  are  not  easy  todetect. ^ The 
effective  results  of  this  situation  combined  with  the  extremely  limited 
staff  available  for  food  hygiene  inspection  work  is  that  these  premises  are 
not  systematically  inspected. 
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Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unsound  Food 

The  quantity  of  unsound  food  voTuntav.nly  sxirrondered  during  1969 
was  as  follows 


140  lb.  beef 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  KNACKERS  YARDS 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  or  poultry  processing 
plants  in  the  district.  The  operation  of  the  one  licensed  knackers  yard 
did  not  give  rise  to  any  conplaint  during  the  year. 

CARAVM  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT.  I960 

No  site  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  fifteen  licences  covering  a total  of  362  caravans  in  force, 

OFFICES.  SHOFS  & R/iIL¥AY;  PREMISES  ACT.  1963. 

This  Act,  which  cane  into  force  in  1964,  brings  the  control  over 
the  working  conditions  in  offices  and  shops  up  to  a much  more  comprehensive 
and  stringent  level  than  has  previously  existed, 

Nunber  and  type  of  premises  registered  at  end  of  year 


Premises 

Class  of  Premises 

Newly 

reg. 

during 

year 

Total 
at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more 
general  inspections 
during  year. 

Employees 

Offices 

Nil 

19 

5 

79 

Retail  shops 
Wholesale  shops,’ 

Nil 

37 

17 

107 

Warehouses 
Catering  estabs. 
open  to  the 

Nil 

4 

1 

15 

public,  canteens 
Fuel  storage 

Nil 

4 

4 

22 

depots 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

65 

27 

224 

14 


l^ACTORIES  ACT.  1961 


Classified  List  of  Registered  Factories  as 
at  '51st  Decenber.  1969. 


Nature  of  Ep-plovnent 


Fewer  Non-Power 


1.  Blacksmiths 

2.  Motor  Repairs,  Garages 

3.  Carpentry,  Joinery  and  Sairaills 

4.  Coach  Painters 

5.  Granite  ^/orks 

6.  Knitwear 

7.  Pottery  Manufacturing 

8.  Cheese 

9.  Processing  Slate  Granules 

10.  Engineering 

11.  Concrete  Products 

12.  Egg  Packing  and  Grading 

13 . C abinet  Maker 

14.  Animal  Foodstuffs 

15.  Domestic  Electrical  Repairs 

16.  Building  Works 

17.  Jobbing  Engineering 


5 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

2 


3 


1 


24  9 


Prescribed  Particularg^n  the  Adniinistration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961, 
are  attached  as  an  appendix  to  this  report  in  accordance  with 
circular  1/7O  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1948  and  1951. 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  deals  with 
the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

It  places  on  the  Council  the  duty  of  securin{'T  the  necessary  care  and 
attention  for  persons  vjho  ; 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged, 

infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions,  and 

(t)  aro  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

The  action  is  taken  on  the  certificate  of  the  medical  officer  of 
health,  and  involves  the  malcing  of  an  order,  by  a court  of  summary 
jurisdiction,  for  the  removal  of  the  person  concerned  to  a suitable 
hospital  or  other  place.  The  order  is  effective  for  up  to  three  months  and 
is  renev/able  by  the  court  for  similar  periods.  It  applies  mainly  to  aged 
persons  living  in  insanitary  surroundings  to  whom  the  other  conditions  of 
the  section  apply,  and  is  taken,  as  a rule,  only  after  the  failure  of  all 
efforts  to  persuade  the  individual  to  enter  voluntarily  some  institution 
where  the  necessary  care  and  attention  are  available. 

The  National  Assistance  (Amendment) Act  1951,  modified  the 
procedure  to  allow  of  the  removal  of  such  persons  in  conditions  of  urgency 
on  the  order  of  a single  magistrate  after  the  submission  of  certificates 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one  other  medical  practitioner,  for  a 
maximum  period  of  three  weeks.  This  period  nay  be  extended,  if  necessary, 
by  the  action  laid  doim  by  Section  47  of  the  main  Act. 

During  the  year,  it  was  unnecessary?'  to  take  any  action  under  these 

Acts. 
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rREVALMCE  OF,  MD  CONTROL  OVER, INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


The  infectious  diseases  which  are  statutorily  notifiable  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  the  following  Cholera, plague,  relapsing 

fever,  typhus,  snallpox,  acute  encephalitis,  acute  meningitis,  acute 
poliomyelitis,  anthrax,  amoebic  dysentery,  bacillary  dysentery,  diphtheria, 
infective  jaundice,  leprosy,  leptospirosis,  malaria,  measles,  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  paratyphoid  fever,  typhoid  fever, scarlet  fever,  tetanus, 
tuberculosis,  whoopinig  cough,  yellow  fever  and  food  poisoning. 

The  monthly  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  shown  in  Table  II. 

Smallpox . No  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  in  the  course  of  which  186 
vaccinations  and  69  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  in  the  whole  of  the 
County  Council's  Hoalth  Area  No.  6.  It  is  not  now  possible  to  give  these 
figures  for  individual  countydistric ts , owing  to  a new  method  of  notifying  such 
vaccinations.  This  applies  also  to  the  figures  for  vaccination  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  measles,  given  below. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year.  347  children  in  the 
Health  Area  received  a complete  course  of  immunisation  during  the  year,  the 
triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  being  used  in 
all  cases.  679  children  received  reinforcing  injections,  the  diphtheria- 
tetanus  being  used  in  these  cases. 

Poliomyelitis.  No  case  of  this  infection  was  notified  during  the  year,  in 
the  course  of  which  397  persons  in  the  Health  Area  received  a complete  course 
of  oral  vaccination,  and  a further  649  a.  reinforcing  dose. 

Measles . No  case  of  measles  was  notified  in  1969. 

Vaccination  against  this  disease  was  continued  during  the  year,  but  a 
shortage  of  vaccine  restricted  the  number  of  children  who  could  be  vaccinated. 

378  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  eleven  years  were  vaccinated  in  the 
whole  of  the  Hea,lth  Area  during  the  year. 

Infective  Jaundice.  Two  casts  of  this  infection  wejre notified, one  in  February 
and  one  in  October. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

One  case  of  an  infection,  by  one  of  the  Salmonella  group  of  germs  was 
informally  notified  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  September.  This  group  of 
germs  includes  the  majority  of  gems  which  give  rise  to  bacterial  food 
poisoning,  and  also  includes  those  responsible  for  typhoid  and  paratyphoid 
fevers.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  laboratory  to  identify  this  germ  more 
specifically  than  to  place  it  as  one  of  the  group,  because  the  patient  also 
suffered  from  a chronic  complaint  for  which  antibiotic  treatment  was  being 
given  at  the  time  when  this  infection  occurred.  This  treatment,  by  interfering 
with  the  usual  bacteriological  tests,  made  the  definite  identification  of  the 
germ  impossible. 
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Food  Poisonin/T  (contd. ) 

The  had  recently  been  in  contact  with  a family  who  had 

returned  to  this  country  from  the  Middle  East  a short  tine  previously.  For 
this  reason,  it  was  thought  possible  that  this  family  night  be  the  cource  of 
the  infection,  but  bacteriological  tests,  arra.nged  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Hec-lth  for  the  hone  district  of  this  family,  were  negative  for  the 
Salmonella  group  of  germs,  and  excluded  the  possibility  of  this  source  of 
infection.  Tvjonty-two  other  contacts  of  the  patient  in  this  area  were 
similarly  checked,  also  with  negative  results,  and  other  investigations  were 
similarly  negative.  The  source  of  the  infection,  therefore,  and  its  exact 
nature,  remained  unlmown.  No  further  cases  occurred. 

An  outbreak  of  salmonella  enteritidis  infection  among  the  birds  on  a 
turkey  farm  elsewhere  in  the  County  resulted  in  infected  poults  being 
delivered  to  two  farms  in  this  district  during  August,  In  each  case,  the 
farmers  were  informed  of  this  infection,  and  bacteriological  tests  wore 
carried  out  on  the  human  contacts  of  the  infected  poults.  These  tests 
showed  that  none  of  the  human  contacts  had  contracted  the  infection.  The 
case  described  above  had  no  connection  with  these  incidents. 

Tuberculosis 


Males.  Females 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul . 

Cases  on  Register 

31,12.68 

10 

5 

2 

4 

No.  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

•• 

Cases  restored 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Inward  Transfers 

— 

- 

2 

— 

Cases  Removed 

3 

- 

— 

— 

Total  on  Register 

7 

5 

4 

4 

31.12.69 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  connection  with  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  Tuberculous  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  patients  and  the  County  Council  for  the  prevention  of  spread 
of  the  disease  and  af tor-care  of  the  patients, 

Out-paticnis  and  contacts  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  at  the 
Chest  Clinics  at  Launceston  Hospital,  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Bodmin.  The 
County  Council  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  attend  the  Clinics,  follow  up  the 
patients  in  their  homes,  trace  contacts  and  sources  of  infection  and  thus  acting 
as  most  valuable  and  essential  "Liaison  Officers"  between  the  curative  and 
preventive  services,  bridge  a most  alarming  gap. 
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All  eusooptlblo  contacts  in  the  District  are  offered  B.C.G. 
Vaccination,  and  nost  avail  thenselves  of  this  nethod  of  protection. 

The  schene  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  susceptible  school  children 
continued  during  the  yccar,  again  with  an  excellent  response. 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Cancer  of  the  Lung.  The  deaths  of  five  nales  fron  this  cause  were  recorded 
during  the  year.  The  total  of  lung  cancer  deaths  since  1949  is  now  46, 

34  iialo  and  12  fenale.  During  the  sane  period,  there  have  been  135  nale  and 
161  fenale  deaths  fron  all  foms  of  cancer. 

Cancer  of  the  Cervix.  The  County  Council's  Cervical  Cytology  clinics  at 
Launceston  and  Canelford  continued  to  operate  during  the  year. 

Wonen  between  the  ages  of  30  and  55  years  are  accepted  for  this  form 
of  exanination.  The  clinic  at  Lauixieston  serves  the  vrhole  of  the  Health  Area, 
and  beyond.  The  clinic  at  Canelford  caters  for  residents  of  the  Rural  District, 
although  a nunbor  of  those  eligible  are  seen  at  the  Launceston  clinic,  and  a 
fev7  at  ¥adebridgo. 


During  the  year,  392  specinens  were  subnittod  to  the  laboratory  fron 
the  whole  of  the  Health  Area.  No  cases  of  the  pro-cancerous  stage  of  the 
disease,  nor  of  established  cancer  of  the  cervix,  were  discovered,  but  a 
nunber  of  ninor  conditions  were  identified.  As  a copy  of  thelaboratory  report 
is  sent  to  the  patient's  general  practitioner,  he  i^ade  aware  of  these  findings, 
and  can  arrange  treatnent,  if  required. 


TABLE  I 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths  ~ 1969 


Age  Groups 

0 - 
1 - 
5 - 
15  - 
20  - 
25  - 
35  - 
45  - 
55  - 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


New  Cases 
Pul.  Other 

M F M F 


Deaths 

Pul.  Other 

M F M F 


TABLE  II 
YlTiJj  STATISTICS 


YE/Jl 

POPULATION 

(Estimated) 

BIRTHS 

DE/lTHS 

Number 

Crude  Rate 

Under  1 year 

All  ages 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

1965 

6,920 

87 

12.57 

1 

16.76 

116 

16.76 

1966 

6,940 

100 

14.409 

- 

- 

95 

13.68 

1967 

6,950 

85 

12.2 

— 

— 

96 

13.80 

1968 

6,950 

91 

13.1 

2 

22 

119 

17.1 

1969 

6,910 

107 

15.5 

101 

14.6 

TABLE  III 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Anl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sent.  Oct,  Nov.  Dec.  Total 


Infective 

Jaundice 


1 


1 


2 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961, 

Part  1 of  the  Act 


1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Re^ster 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

No  figures 

available 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

24 

do. 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' Premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

33 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

21 


2 - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


1 

Number  of  cases  in 
defects  were  found 

V7hich 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe: 

To  H.M. 

Ins -DOC  tor 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 
were  instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(Section  l) 

y ■ 

y 

y 

y 

Overcrowding 
(Section  2) 

y 

y 

y 

y 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (Section  3) 

y 

y 

y 

Inadequate  Ventila- 
tion (Section  4) 

✓ 

y 

y 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (Section  6) 

y 

y 

y 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(Section  ?) 

(a)  Insufficient 

✓ 

✓ 

(b)  Unsuitable  for 
defective 

✓ 

y 

y 

(c)  Wot  separate  for 
sexes 

✓ 

y 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (Not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Total 



I 


( 
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PART  VIII  of  the  Act 


Oijtvfork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

of 

work 

Section  133 

- ■ — - - -■  . . 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  110 
(i)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  vjork  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing 

apparel 

Mald.ng, 

etc, 

m.1. 

8 

— 

— 

- 

- 
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